How important
is COP 21?
2015 is shaping up to be a
landmark year for global action on
Climate Change. The future of the
world, particularly the Caribbean,
depends on a binding and
ambitious global agreement at
COP 21.
A bold agreement that curbs
Greenhouse Gas (GhG) emissions
to limit the global rise in
temperature to below 20 C is
needed to safeguard our survival,
food, critical industries such as
tourism, infrastructure and
promote renewable energy.

Why is a bold agreement
necessary?

The United Nations
Framework Convention on
Climate Change
(UNFCCC), whose
ultimate objective is to
limit the emissions of
Greenhouse Gasses
(GhG) into the
atmosphere was signed
in 1992 and came into
force in 1994. Its Kyoto
Protocol (KP), which set
emission reduction targets
for developed countries
was adopted in 1997 and
came into force in 2005. Yet,
the emissions of these gasses
continue to rise at great
detriment to the world,
particularly Small Island low lying
coastal developing states such as
those that make up the Caribbean
Community (CARICOM). While the

industrial world is advocating
limiting global temperature rise to
below 2°C above the preindustrial
level, there is mounting evidence
that if global warming is not
contained to below 1.50 C, the
consequences for the Caribbean
could be catastrophic. The
window of opportunity to limit
emissions of these global
warming gases is closing rapidly.
Emissions must peak and stabilize
rapidly if the 1.5 target can be
achieved. So the objective of COP
21, which will be convened in Paris
in December 2015, is to finalize a
new comprehensive Climate
Change agreement applicable to
all Parties to the UNFCCC which
will come into effect in 2020.
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The agreement should be in
the form of a protocol to the
UNFCCC applicable to all
Parties.
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The agreement should
address the following issues:
a. Adaptation
b. Mitigation
c. Loss and damage
d. Finance
e. Technology
f. Capacity building
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It is very important that Loss
and damage is treated
separate and apart from
adaptation.
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Mitigation ambition under the
new agreement should be
ambitious enough to ensure
warming is held to as far below
1.5 degrees as possible.
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Mitigation commitment cycles
should be of 5 year duration
with ex ante and ex post
reviews.
This will ensure that each
commitment cycle will
respond to the latest
climate science and the
world is not tied down to
a long cycle.
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The agreement must
have provisions to
address the specific
needs and special
circumstances of SIDS.

7

The agreement must have
enhanced provisions for
supporting the adaptation
needs of vulnerable
developing countries, including
provision of adequate,
predictable, new and
additional finance, technology
and capacity building support
and strengthening of
institutional arrangements.
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The agreement should
include a commitment by
developed countries to take
the lead in scaling-up the
provision of adequate,
predictable, new and
additional financial resources
and other parties willing to do
so to also contribute to
scaling up climate finance.
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The agreement should
include provision of support
for capacity building and
technology development and
transfer in SIDS.

10 The Agreement must include
provisions for measuring,
reporting and verification of
performance on
commitments.
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SUPPORTED BY

The agreement must have
a compliance regime.

